Ms. Naomi Handell
Dept. of the Army Corps of Engineers, New York District
26 Federal Plaza, Room 1937
New York, NY 10278-0090

Re:
Public Notice # NAN-2008-000927-EHA Proposed East 91st Street Marine Transfer Station Pier Platform Dredging

Dear Ms. Handell:

As a resident of the Yorkville/East Harlem neighborhood, I oppose the Department of Sanitation’s (“DSNY”) proposed 77,000 square-foot, 10-story marine garbage transfer station (“MTS”), to be built on the East River estuary at East 91st Street.  The MTS will be located in a densely-populated neighborhood, 100 feet from residential apartment buildings and 280 feet from public housing.  The MTS’s entrance ramp will bisect a children’s playing field and aquatic center, Asphalt Green.  The MTS site is in one of Manhattan’s lowest-lying flood plains which is frequently flooded during rainstorms—according to New York City’s Office of Emergency Management, this site is designated as Zone A, with the highest risk of flooding from a storm surge.  Run-off waters from a flood that breach the MTS would clearly contribute contaminants and toxins to the already fragile eco-system of the East River estuary, and unprocessed waste could spread water-borne diseases and bacteria through this densely populated neighborhood.  The site is also located near the “125th street fault line,” which has been responsible for past earthquakes and tremors.  

Since the closing of the former MTS near this site over 10 years ago, the East River estuary has become home to an abundance of aquatic life, thanks to the estuary’s unique combination of salt and fresh water.  Marine life from striped bass to tautogs, as well as crabs, eels, shrimp, flounder, perch and oysters, inhabit this tidal strait, and the renewed abundance of such life has led to the return of various birds including herons, egrets, ducks and cormorants.  DSNY has not taken proper account of this aquatic life.  In particular, DSNY’s studies ignored the resurgence of striped bass, a species protected under the Atlantic Striped Bass Conservation Act, 16 U.S.C. §§ 5151-5158.  (Note that the East River estuary, as a tidal strait opening into the Atlantic Ocean, is covered under the Act.)  DSNY has not conducted a sufficient study to ascertain what permanent damage to the waterways and the riverbeds would occur as a result both of the dredging for construction of the MTS and ongoing barge operations at the MTS. 

The DSNY has also failed to account adequately for the effects of shading and cover on the marine environment. The proposed MTS will cover and shade approximately two acres of water, with a nearly 100% increase in coverage and shading of now open waters.  Because DSNY has not undertaken a proper study of the aquatic life at the site, it is in no position to assess whether and to what degree the coverage and shading of these waters will force out species currently inhabiting the site.  

For all the above reasons I strongly urge the Army Corps of Engineers to reject the DSNY’s request for a permit. I request new and impartial scientific testing and analysis, reflecting 2012 conditions. I also request further opportunity to review any new data collected and to participate in any future hearings. 
Sincerely, 
Signature :________________________________________________________________

Name:(print)_______________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________________  

City: ______________   State: ______________   Zip Code: __________________
Date: ____________________________________  e-mail: ________________________________
